
1

Presented by:

Representative Marko Liias



òIt is the Paramount Duty of the state 

to make ample provision for the 

education of all children residing 

within its borders, without distinction 

or preference on account of race, 

color, caste, or sect.ó

Article 9, Section 2, Washington State Constitution
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¾ State Constitution establishes education of 

all children as stateõs paramount duty

¾ $6.8 billion per year

¾ 295 school districts

¾ 1,068,000 school -age children statewide

ü973,000 in public schools (91%)

ü77,000 in private schools

üApprox. 18,000 homeschooled

¾ 2275 school buildings

Source: OSPI, 2008 3
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¾ State: 70.6%
üOperating

üCapital

¾ Federal: 9.3%
üNo Child Left Behind

ü Individuals with 

Disabilities in Education 

Act (IDEA)

¾ Local:  16.2%
ü Levies
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¾ Teaching 60.6% 

¾ Other support services 11.1%

¾ Teaching support 8.5%

¾ Central admin 6.2%

¾ Building admin 6.0%

¾ Transportation 4.1%

¾ Food 3.5%
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¾ In the 2006 -07 school year, on a statewide 

basis,  school districts spent $8,836 per 

student .  

¾ Average Salary for Full Time Teachers 

School Year 2006 -07
ü $48,011 base salary plus 

ü $7,476 supplemental pay 

ü $55,487 statewide average total salary 
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